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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )|3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 29 November 2005 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)K This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-18 and 21-29 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) 1-18 and 21-29 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)Q accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 5 ) d Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-18 and 21-29 are currently presented and have been 
examined. 

.Request for Information under* 3 7 CFR 1.105 

An issue of knowledge by others or public use or on sale 
activity has been raised in this application. In order for the 
Examiner to properly consider patentability of the claimed 
invention under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) and (b) , additional information 
•regarding this issue is required as follows. 

Any information regarding the U M-Path Meeting Productivity 
Software", including any information concerning the invention or 
the presentation of the invention at the "CSCW 2000" trade show, 
namely between the date of reduction to practice as submitted by 
the Applicant of 4 January. 2000 and the presentation of the 
invention at the "CSCW 2000" trade show on 5 December 2000, is 
requested by the Examiner under 37 CFR 1.105 is being pertinent 
to the issue of patentability in this case. In view of the 
disclosures of the documents listed previously, the documents 
raise an issue as to whether the claimed invention, the features 
of which are broadly disclosed in the documents, was known 
and/or used by the public or subject to an offer for sale to the 
public and the Examiner has deemed any information concerning 
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these products attributable to the assignee to be reasonably- 
pertinent to the issue of patentability. 

All individuals covered by 37 CFR 1.56 (reproduced in MPEP 
§ 2001.01) have a duty to disclose to the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office all material information they are aware of 
regardless of the source of or how they become aware of the 
information. See Brasseler, U.S.A. X, L.P. v. Stryker Sales 
Corp., 267 F.3d 1370, 1383, 60 USPQ2d 1482, 1490 (Fed. Gir. 
2001) ("Once an attorney, or an applicant has notice that 
information exists that appears material and questionable, that 
person cannot ignore that notice in an effort to avoid his or 
her duty to disclose."). Materiality controls whether 
information must be disclosed to the Office, not the 
circumstances under which or the source from which the 
information is obtained. If material, the information must be 
disclosed to the Office. The duty to disclose material 
information extends to information such individuals are aware of 
prior to or at the time of filing the application or become 
aware of during the prosecution thereof . 

Such individuals may be or become aware of material 
information from various sources such as, for example, co- 
workers, trade shows, communications from or with competitors, 
potential infringers, or other third parties, related foreign 
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applications (see MPEP § 2001.06(a)), prior or copending United 
States patent applications (see MPEP § 2001.06(b)), related 
litigation (see MPEP § 2001.06(c)) and preliminary examination 
searches . 

The Examiner notes that the submitted evidence regarding 
the trade show "CSCW 2000" and the inventor's participation in 
the trade show forms the basis for this request for information ' 
under 37 CFR 1.105 . 

The Applicant is reminded that failure to fully reply to 
this requirement for information will result in a holding of 
abandonment. See 37 CFR 1.105(c). It is also noted that the 
requirement for information extends from individuals identified 
under 37 CFR 1.56(c) or any assignee to the instant application . 
See 37 CFR 1.105(a) and 37 CFR 1.56(c) ("Individuals associated 
with the filing or prosecution of a patent application within 
the meaning of this section are: (1) Each inventor named in the 
application; (2) Each attorney or agent who prepares or 
prosecutes the application; and (3) Every other person who is 
substantively involved in the preparation or prosecution of the 
application and who is associated with the inventor, with the 
assignee or with anyone to whom there is an obligation to assign 
the application.") 
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In response to this requirement, please provide any 
examples concerning the above referenced products. 

The Examiner is authorized to require the submission of 
this information since the Examiner has determined that such 
information is relevant to the patentability of the claimed 
invention. See Star Fruits S.N. C. v. United States (Fed. Cir. 
2005) ("So long as -there is some legitimate reason for seeking 
the information under section 1.105, the applicant has a duty to 
respond. . .The Office is authorized under section 1.105 to 
require any information that is either relevant to patentability 
under any nonfrivolous legal theory, or is reasonably calculated 
to lead to such relevant information") . The above cited 
references are cited as the reason for making this requirement 
for information. 

The applicant is reminded that the reply to this 
requirement must be made with candor and good faith under 3 7 CFR 
1.56. Where the applicant does not have or cannot readily 
obtain an item of required information, a statement that the 
item is unknown or cannot be readily obtained will be accepted 
as a complete response to the requirement for that item. See 37 
CFR 1.105 (a) (3) . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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■ The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or 
described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country, before the 
invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

Claims 1-18 and 21-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) 
since the invention was known by another in this country before 
the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

In view of the evidence presented by the Examiner, namely 
"Call", the Applicant communicated to another in the United 
States, namely Chris Schmandt of Cambridge, Massachusetts, who 
became aware of the invention before the date of application by 
the Applicant. Therefore, the invention is rejected under the 
doctrine of public knowledge before the data of application for 
a patent under 35 USC 102(a) . 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to George C. 
Neurauter, Jr. whose telephone number is (571) 272-3918. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 
9AM to 5:30PM Eastern. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, David Wiley can be 
reached on (571) 272-3923. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300 . 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 
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